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University of
Barcelona:

5/5 years

at the service of
knowledge

On September the 3rd, 1450, a royal privilege of Alfonso the
Magnanimous gave rise to the birth of the University of Barcelona.
At that time, it was named the University of the General Study of
the City of Barcelona, initially it was integrated by the faculties of
Philosophy and Arts, Law, Medicine and Theology.

575 years later, the University of Barcelona is the academic
institution with the greatest historical trajectory in Catalonia. Itis
also the first university in terms of number of students and
training offer, leads most university rankings and participates in
the main international university alliances.

Therefore, in the 2025-2026 academic year, the University of
Barcelona organises a series of events to strengthen its role as a
central space for the key debates of our time, such as the
challenges generated by the emergence of artificial intelligence:
https://www.ub.edu/575aniversari/




The realities,
promises and
aspirations of

artificial
intelligence:
an unavoidable
debate

The development and deployment of artificial intelligence
technologies and the consequent expansion of their uses
and general access has been exponential.

This development combines scientific advances resulting
from research and innovation with models of
technological exploitation led by companies of global
scope.

It becomes unavoidable to generate spaces to debate on
whether and how this development should be, who should
lead it, its risks and opportunities or what role citizens and
institutions should play.

In a time of marked uncertainties and accelerations, it is
necessary to stop, meet and share reflections that allow
us to succeed in the diagnosis and purse a future with
guarantees.




A unique
approach:

the Democracy4All
model

Interdisciplinary approach rigorous but not specialized
that allows capturing and making accessible the
complexity of the topics to be dealt with

Dialogue between people from academia, the productive
sector and the administration open to the public

International, gender-balanced and inclusive approach with
speakers and debates referring to the forefront of knowledge

A model of open collaboration with institutions and agents
who are key in the development and control of the subject




Highlights

Dialogues transversal perspective on \ I

based on debate the issues to be
fundamental |ldeathon as a Speaker's discussed
topics within dynamics of Corner, a Fireside chat, a
the great co-creation window to format for Networking
debate on the and evaluation transgressive paused events to
present and based on Al approaches dialogue that continue the
future of Al technologies and reflections contributes to debate beyond
that feed the taking the panels




Program and Activities
Day 1

Topics, activities and details of the participants
Live streaming: https://www.ub.edu/ubtv/index.php/video/democracy4all-2025-3-november-2025-session




Institutional opening

(10:00-10:30)

Quirze Salomo
Democracy4All
Organising comittee
+info

Ander Errasti
Universitat de Barcelona
Organising comittee
+info

Available live-translation with
automatised subtitles by Scribal

Language:
English/Catalan




TOPIC 1: Owning the Story: How News and
Culture Are Getting Rewritten (10:30-11:30)

Debate framework:

As Al and algorithms reshape media and spread misinformation, the power to define truth is shifting.
Journalists, platforms, and interest groups compete to frame reality. Who owns the narrative when
machines generate, filter, and amplify stories? This session explores how algorithms and Al condition
issues such as representativeness, accountability, and the epistemic agency of citizens.

Keynote Speaker

Ursula O'Kuinghttons José Luis Marti Montserrat Rigall Jordi Vitria
Journalist and entrepreneur Universitat Pompeu Fabra Periodista Universitat de Barcelona
+info +info +info +info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




TOPIC 2: Governing Free Speech from
fundamentals to technologies (11:45-12:45)

Debate framework:

Digital platforms have turned free speech into a governance challenge. Al moderation, disinformation, and
so-called “cultural wars” redefine the dynamics within the public sphere. Can algorithms protect and
enhance our civic participation or deliberation, or do they silently restrict it? Experts will discuss on new
legal and normative frameworks on free speech in an algorithmic and automatized environment.

5 =
~ (1}
5 2
2 S
@ ©
% o
[0}
= S
Jordi Nieva Raquel Lazaro Cristina Astier Dieter Brockmeyer
Universitat de Universidad de Alcala Euskal Herriko Diplomatic World Institute
Barcelona +Info Unibertsitatea +Info
+Info +Info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




Workshop on Preparation of Proposals
for ldeathon (12:45-13:30)

. What is Ideathon “Implementing GenLayer”?

Ideathonis a 24-hour ideas contest that invites students to imagine and
propose innovative ways to apply GenLayer technology to improve digital
governance and democratic engagement.

Itis not a technical or programming event, but a space to think, collaborate and
create transformative ideas that connect technology and society.

The aim is to promote creativity, critical thinking and the entrepreneurial spirit
of young people, offering them the opportunity to work as a team and present
proposals to a jury assisted by GenlLayer’s artificial intelligence.

® Format: ideas contest (non-technical)
28 Participants: teams of 3-4 university students

£ Registrations: by online form (access via QR or link)
Albert Castellana (® Duration: from 3™ of November (13:30) to 4t" of November (13:30)
Gen Layer Labs % Prize: 1,000€ for the winning team
+Info

¥ Closure: Afterparty with presentation of results and networking

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English/Catalan




Speaker’s Corner: Challenging Intellectual Property and
Its impact on humanity and progress (13:30-14:00)

Pol Victoria

Entrepreneur
+Info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




Online participant

TOPIC 3: Al in the conundrum? Acceleration,
deceleration or non-deployment (15:30-16:45)

Debate framework:

Should society push forward, pause or relativize Al development? From innovation to existential risk, the
debate divides experts and citizens alike. This panel explores the pace of progress, ethical constraints, and
global coordination needed to balance creativity, safety, and collective responsibility regarding Al
development and regulatipn.
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Daniel Innerarity Albert Sabater Oriol Pujol Cecilia Rikap
Ikerbasque - EUI Universitat de Girona Universitat de Barcelona University College London
+info +info +info +info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal Spanish




Round Table with Policy-Makers on Global Digital

Governance: \Who Is Setting the Rules? (17:00-18:00)

Debate framework:

Al is not only shaped by governance; it now shapes governance itself. Policies define algorithms, but

algorithms increasingly define policy. This round table explores the feedback loop between power,

regulation, and machine intelligence — and how democracies can stay in control of their digital future.
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Felipe Guzman Jordi Tarrida Esther Pefia de las Heras
Organizacién de Estados Barbara Tech Generalitat de Catalunya
Americanos +info +info
+info -
Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal Spanish




Speaker’s Corner: how to develop a person-
centred Al framework (18:00-18:15)

Marco Landi

QSS Al &
ROBOTICS

+|nfo

Online participant

Available live-translation with
automatised subtitles by Scribal

Language:
English




2025 WIT Awards and Conference Day 1 wrap-
up (18:15-18:35)
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HEALTH, ECONOMICS, CULTURE & INNOVATION

The Wholistic World Innovation Trophy is based on the concept of Wholistic Innovation:
Covid-19 and the geopolitical situation changed the way we live dramatically — and it accelerates the
speed of change. This provides new risk but also new opportunities. We need to innovate not only in a
technical sense but in every part of our lives, societies, the economy.

It has an impact on our culture, finance, and health systems. This provides the chance to tackle the
planet's burning problems and to come up with solutions faster and more sustainably as it would be
in "normal" times. We need a wholistic approach to handle all this. We do need a new culture of
innovation, open for solutions that work in the long and not only in the short perspective.

+INFO




Networking cocktail (18:45-19:45)

IL3 Foundation
Upper Terrace
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Program and Activities
Day 2

Topics, activities and details of the participants
Live streaming: https://www.ub.edu/ubtv/index.php/video/democracy4all-2025-4-november-2025-session




Speaker’s Corner: addressing the challenges
of Al in an interdependant world (10:00-10:30)

Pep Lluis Esteva
Woxen University
+Info

Online participant

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




TOPIC 4: New frontiers of Decentralized Economy

(10:30-11:15)

Debate framework:

Decentralization promises transparency, autonomy, and new power structures. Yet, its adoption faces
technical, legal, and social barriers. Through examples in governance, finance, and sustainability, this
session explores whether and how blockchain, Web3 and other newly developing digital technologies can

create fairer and more participatory economic systems.
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Nathalie Boyke Xavier Baldo Victoria Alsina Pascal Marie
Web 3 Foundation Blockchain School Universitat de Barcelona — Open2Be
+Info +|nfo Fundacio IL3 +Info
+Info Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




TOPIC 5:Techno political power game:

Techno feudalism vs. Decentralization (11:30-12:15)

Debate framework:

A few tech giants concentrate data, wealth, and influence, while decentralized networks offer an alternative

vision. Is the digital age reinforcing feudal power or enabling citizens’ sovereignty? Panelists analyze global
dynamics, innovation ethics, and the politics of technological dependence, among other key political challenges

related to Al development.
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Migle Laukyte Hamilton Mann Marta Cantero Aleksejs lvashuk
Universitat Pompeu Fabra Thales European University Apatride Network
+Info +Info Institute +Info
+Info

Available live-translation with
automatised subtitles by Scribal

Language:
English




TOPIC 6: The Current State of Digital ID:
Empowering or Controlling Citizens? (12:15-13:00)

Debate framework:

Digital identity promises inclusion and efficiency, while it also raises fears of surveillance and loss of
autonomy. From Europe’s elDAS to blockchain-based IDs, experts debate whether digital identity will
empower individuals or become a new instrument of social control, perpetuating or deepening the already
existing unfair inequalities.
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Jordi Baylina José Munoz Pau Escrich Muriel Rovira-Esteva
ZiskK Universitat Politecnica Vocdoni Universitat de Barcelona
+Info de Catalunya +Info +Info
+Info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




TOPIC 7: Al-Generated Content and Deepfakes:
The Next Challenge for Democracy (13:15-14:00)

Debate framework:
Synthetic media blur truth and fiction, reshaping politics, journalism, and public trust. As deepfakes grow
more convincing, societies must rethink authenticity. This panel examines the role of regulation,

verification, and education in protecting democracy in an age where new digital technologies can blur the
frontier between fiction and reality.
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Sergi Sagas Neal Ludevig Laia Castro German Ledn
Hyperreal Entrepreneur and producer Universitat de Barcelona Elisava School of Design
+Info +Info +|nfo +|nfo

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




TOPIC 8: The role of Al in social networks: social
engineering, governance, creativity (15:00-16:00)

Debate framework:

Al curates, influences, and even creates content across digital communities. But who governs this invisible
force shaping human interaction? The discussion explores algorithmic bias, social manipulation, creative
potential, and the urgent need for ethical frameworks in digital ecosystems.

Keynote Speaker

Alex Borutskiy Julia Pareto Nuria Ferran Ismael Pefia-Lopez

iMe Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya (nijversitat de Barcelona  Universitat Oberta de Catalunya
+Info +Info +Info +Info
Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




Fireside Chat with Ferdi Alici R
(16:00-17:00)

Ferdi Alici
New Media Artist
+Info

Available live-translation with Language:
automatised subtitles by Scribal English




Institutional closing
(17:00-17:30)

|

Quirze Salomo Ernest Abadal

Democracy4All Universitat de Barcelona
Organising Committee Teaching and Researching Staff
+info Vicerector, second to the Rector
| +info

Available live-translation with
automatised subtitles by Scribal

Language:
English/Catalan




Thank you very much!

Democracy4All 2025
gabinet.Rectorat@ub.edu




